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Atte'mpt. n.f. [from the verb.] 

1. An attack. 

If we be always prepared to receive an enemy, we fhall long 
live in peace and quietnefs, without any attempts upon us .Bacon. 

2. Ancflay; an endeavour. 

Alack ! I am afraid, they have awak’d ; 

And ’tis not done, th’ attempt, and not the deed. 

Confounds us. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

He would have cry’d ; hut hoping that he dreamt. 

Amazement ty’d his tongue, and flopp’d th’ attempt. Dryd. 

I fubjoin the following attempt towards a natural hillory of 
fbfliJs. Woodward on Fojfils. 

Attf.'mptaele. adj. [from attempt.'] Liable to attempts or 
attacks. 

The gentleman vouching his to be more fair, virtuous, wife, 
and lefs attcmptable than the rareft of our ladies. Sbak. Cytnbel. 
Atte'mpter. n.f. [from attempt.] 

1. The perfon that attempts ; an invader. 

The Son of God, with godlike force endu d 
Againft th’ attempter of thy Father’s throne. Par. LoJl, b. iv. 

2. An endeavourer. 

You are no fa6lors for glory or treafure, but difintereded 
attempters for the univerfal good. Glanvi/le's Scepf. S Punt if. a. 

To ATTEND, v. a. [attendre, F r. attendo, Lat.] 

1. To regard ; to fix the mind upon. 

The crow doth fing as fweetly as the ftorlc, t 

When neither is attended. Shakefp. Merch. of Venice. 

2. To wait on ; to accompany as an inferiour. 

His companion, youthful Valentine, 

Attends the emperour in his royal court. Sh.T. Gent, of V er. 

3. To accompany as an enemy. 

He was at prefent ilrong enough to have flopped or attended 
Walter in his weflern expedition. Clarendon, b. vui. 

4. To be prefent with, upon a fummons. 

If any minidcr refufed to admit a lecturer recommended by 
him, he was required to attend upon the committee, and not 
difeharged till the houfes met again. Clarendon. 

5. To accompany; to be appendant to. 

England is fo idly king’d. 

Her feeptre fo fantadically born, 

'I hat fear attends her not. Shakefp. Henry V . 

My pray’rs and wifhes always fhall attend 
The friends of Rome. . . ^ddifods Cato. 

A vehement, burning, fixed, pungent pain in the flomach, 
attended with a fever. Arbuthnot on Diet. 

6. To expea. This fenfc is French. 

So dreadful a tempcfl, as all the people attended therein tire 
very end of the world, and judgment-day. Raleigh s Hijt. 

r To wait on, as on a charge. 

The fifth had charge fick perfons to attend. 

And comfort thofe in point of death which lay. Fairy df 
S. To be confcqucnt to. 

The duke made that unfortunate defeent upon Rhec, which 
was afterwards attended with many unprofperous attempts. Gar. 

0. To remain to ; to await; to be in llorc tor. 

'Fo him, who hath a profpea of the flatc that attends all men 
after this, the mcafures of good and evil arc changed. Locke. 

10. To wait for infidioufly. 

Thy interpreter, full of defpight, bloody as the hunter, at- 
tends thee at the orchard end. Shakefp. Twelfth Night. 

1 1 . To be bent upon any ohjetfl. 

Their hunger thus appeas’d, their care attends 
The doubtful fortune of their abfent friends. Dryd. V trgil. 

12. To flay for. 

I died whilfl in the womb he flaid. 

Attending nature’s law. Shakefp. Cymlehne. 

I haften to our own ; nor will relate 
Great Mithridatcs, and rich Croefus’ fate ; 

Whom Solon wifely counfcll’d to attend 
The name of happy, till he knew his end. Dry den s Juv. 

To Attf.'nd. v. n. 

1 . To yield attention. 

But, thy relation now 1 for I attend, ... 

Pleas’d with thy words. Milton's Par. LoJl, b. vm. 

Since man cannot at the fame time attend to two objects, it 
you emplov your fpirit upon a book or a bodily labour, you 
have no room left for fenfual temptation. Taylor s Holy Living. 

2 . 'Fo Hay i to delay. 

This firfl true caufe, and lafl good end, 

She cannot here fo well, and truly fee ; 

For this perfection fhe mu ft yet attend^ . 

Till to her Maker fhe cfpoufed be. Sir J. Davies. 

Plant ancmonics after thefirft rams if you w>Uhave flowers 
very forward; but it is furer to attend till Oclober or the 
month after. v , Evelyns Kalendar. 

\t 1 i n dance, n.f. [attendance, r r.J 
j . A he act of waiting on another ; or of ferving. 

1 dance attendance here, 

] think the duke will not be lpokc withal. Shakefp. R. .III. 
For he, of whe m theft things are fpoken, pertameth to 
another tube, of which no man gave attendance at the al- 
ttr> Heb. vu. 13. 


The other, after many years attendance upon the duke, waj 
now one of the bedchamber to the prince. Clarendon. 

2. Service. 

Why might not you, my lord, receive attendance 
From thofe that fhe calls fervants ? Shakefp. King Lear, 

3. The perfons waiting ; a train. 

Attendance none fhall need, nor train ; where none 
Are to behold the judgment, but the judg’d, 

Thofe two. Miltons Paradife LoJl, b. x. /. 80. 

4. Attention ; regard. 

Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 

1 Tim. iv. 13, 

5. Expectation ; a fenfe now out of ufe. 

That which caufeth bitternefs in death, is the languifhing 
attendance and expectation thereof ere it come. Hooker, b. 
Attendant, adj. [attendant, br.] Accompanying as fubor- 
dinate. 

Other funs, perhaps, 

With their attendant moons, thou wilt defery, 
Communicating male and female light. Par. Lof , l. viiE 
Attendant, n.f. 

1. One that attends. 

I will be returned forthwith ; difmifs your attendant there; 
look it be done. Shakefp. Ot belli. 

2. One that belongs to the train. 

When fome gracious monarch dies. 

Soft whifpers firfl and mournful murmurs rife 
Among the fad attendants. _ Drydrn, 

3. One that waits the plcafure of another, as a fuitor or agent. 

I endeavour that my reader may not wait long for my 
meaning : to give an attendant quick difpatch is a civility. 

Burnet's Theory , Preface. 

4. One that is prefent at any thing. 

He was a conflant attendant at all meetings relating to cha- 
rity, without contributing. Swift's Fates of Clergymen. 

5. In law. One that oweth a duty or fervice to another; or, 

after a fort, dependeth upon another. _ C0v.1L 

6. That which is united with another ; a concomitant ; a con- 
fequent. 

Beware, 

And govern well thy appetite, leil iin 
Surprize thcc, and her black attendant^ death. Pm* b,\\ i. 
They fccurc themfclves firfl from doing nothing, and then 
from doing ill ; the one being fo clofe an attendant on the 
other, that it is fcarce poflible to fever them. Decay of Piety. 

He had an unlimited fenfe of fame, the attendant of noble 
fpirits, which prompted him to engage in travels. Pop.Ejf.uH. 

It is hard to take into view all the attendants or confcqucnts 
that will be concerned in the determination of a quefKon. 

Watts's Improvement of the Mind. 
Atte'nder. n.f. [from attend.] Companion; aliociate. 

The gypfies were there, 

Like lords to appear, 

W’ith fuch their attenders. 

As you thought offenders. Ben Jthnfon > Uypjut. 

Att'ent. adj. [ attentus , Lat.] Intent; attentive; heedful ; 

regardful. ' . 

Now mine eyes fhall be open, and mine cars attent untotne 

prayer that is made in this place. 2 Chron. vu. if- 

What can then be lefs in me than defirc, 

'Fo fee thee, and approach thee, whom 1 know, 

Declar’d the Son of God, to hear attent 
Thy wifdom, and behold thy godlike deeds. P ar. Regained 
Read your chapter in your prayers; little interruptions wt 
make your prayers lefs tedious, and yourfelf more attent ll P° n 
t h em Taylor's Guide to Devotm. 

To want of judging abilities, we may add their want of 
leifurc to apply their minds to fuch a ferious and attent conliw- 

Being denied communication by their ear, their eyoare 
more vigilant, attent, and heedful. Holders El. ej fy ‘ • 
A'ttentates. n. f [attentata, Lat.] Proceedings in acourt 
of judicature, pending fuit, and after an inhibition is decree 
and gone out ; thofe things which arc done after an ex 
dicial appeal, may likewife be filled attentates. Ay •■J}- 
Atte ntion. «. [. [attention, Fr.] The ad of attending or 
heeding ; the ad of bending the mind upon any thing. 

They fay the tongues of dying men .. 

In force attention like deep harmony. Shakefp. 

He perceived nothing but filencc, and figns o ^ a , ,y 
what he would further fay. Bacon s y 

But him the gentle angel by the hand x ; 

Soon rais’d, and his attention thus recall d. Par.LOJh- 
By attention the ideas, that offer thcmlelves, arc ^ 

of, and, as it were, regiflered in the memory. 

Attention is a vciy neccffary thing ; truth dot ^ 

flrike the foul at firfl fight. Watts s Improv. of ^ 

Attentive, adj. [from attent.] Heedful; regardful, 

attention. ... cuAnal dif- 

Being moved with thefe and the like )’° l,r c en tcre«i 
courfes, whereunto we gave mofl attentive car, Ml p rl j aU . 
even unto our fouls. ~ e “ ’ pm 
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l-m never merry M. >fVma. 

Mufick’s force can tame the furious bead , 

Can make the wolf, or foaming boar, rcflrain 

His rage ; the lion drop his crefled main, p rJffr> 

AT a Kr“ X£*. /■ ™ «■'“ ° f “■« 

lamented by *e ting, hew *«— /' 

Atte'nuant. adj. [attenuans, Lat.] What has the power of 

To^AT l DN UATE. vfa. [attenuc, Lat.] To make thin, or 

flU Thc finer part belonging to the juice of grapes, being atte- 
nuated ant fubtilized, was changed into an ardent feint %[?* 
Vinegar curd, put upon an egg, not only difiolvcs the fhcll, 
but alfo attenuates die white contained in it into a limpid water. 

Wifeman s burgery. 

It is of the nature of acids to diffolve or attenuate^ and of 

alkalies to precipitate or incraffate. * if’Uu 

The ingredients arc digefted and attenuated by beat, tl y 
arc fl-.rrcd and conflantly agitated by winds. Arbuth. on Air. 
Attenuate, adj. [from the verb.] Made tain, or fienaer. 
Vivification ever confiflcth in 1 pints attenuate, which the 
cold doth congeal and coagulate. Bacon's haturaj Hijlory. 
Atten 


any 


UUUJ kUiiktiu 7 r . , . ’ 

nua'tion. n.f. [from attenuate.] Inc act of nuking 
ay thing thin or flender ; leflcmng. . 

Chimmf with a hammer upon the outfide of a bell, the found 
will be according to the inward concave of the bell; whereas 
the elifion or attenuation of the air, can be only between the 
hammer and the outfide of the bell. Bacon s Bat. Hijlory. 

A'tter. n.f. [ateji, Sax. venom.] Corrupt matter. A word 
much ufed in Lincolnfhire. Skinner. 

To Atte'st. v. a. [attefor, Lat.] 

1. To bear witnefs of ; to witnefs. 

Many particular fails are recorded in holy writ, attefcaby 
particular pagan authors. Addtfon on the Cbrijlian Religion. 

2. 'Fo call to witnefs ; to invoke as confcious. 

The facred flrcams, which hcav’n’s imperial flatc^ 

Attejls in oaths, and fears to violate. DrydenS JEneid. 

Attest, n.f [from the verb] Witnefs; tellimony ; at- 
teftation. 

With the voice divine 

Nigh thunderflruck, th’ exalted man, to whom 

Such high attejl was giv’n, a whde furvey’d 

With wonder. " Paradife Regained, b. i. 

Attest a'tion. n.f. [horn attejl.] Tellimony; witnefs; evi- 
dence. 

There remains a fecoiid kind of peremptorinefs, of thofe 
who can make no relation without an atirjlation of its cer- 
tainty. Govnnmcnt of the Tongue. 

The next coal-pit, mine, quarry, or chalk-pit, will give at- 
teflation to what 1 write, thefe are fo obvious that I need not 
feck for a compurgator. JVoodward's Nat. Hillory. 

We may derive a probability from the attejlation of wife and 
honell men by word or writing, or the concurring witnefs of 
multitudes who have fecn and known what they relate. Watts. 
Atti'guous. adj. [attiguus, Lat.] Hard by; adjoining. Dii 7 . 
To Atti'kge. v. a. [atti/igo, Lat.] To touch lightly or gently. 

Did. 

To A'F FIRE. v. a. [attircr, Fr.] To dref, ; to habit; to ar- 
ray. 

Let it likewife your gentle bread infpire 
With fwcct infufion, and put you in mind 

Of that proud maid, whom now thofe leaves attire. 

Proud Daphne. Spenjcr, Sonnet xxxvii. 

My Nan fhall be the queen of all the tall ies ; 

Finely attired in a robe of white. Shakefp. M. W. of Wirnf 
With the linen mitre fhall he be attired. Lev. xvi. 4. 

Now the fappy boughs 
Attire thcmftlves with blooms. 

Atti're. n.f [from the verb ] 

1 . Clothes ; drefs ; habit. 

It is no more difgrace to Scripture to have left things free to 
be ordered by the church, than for nature to have left it to the 
wit of man to devife his own attire. Hooker , b. iii. 

After that the Roman attire grew to be in account, and the 
gown to be in ufe among them. Sir John Davies on Ireland. 

1 by fumptuous buildings, and thy wife’s attire. 

Hath cod a mafs of publick treafury. 


ATT' 

And in this coarfe attire, which I now v. eai , jy ame , 
With God and with the Mufes Ico' 1 ^' 

W hen lavidi nature, with her bed attire , 

Cioaths the gay fpring, the feafon of uelire. 

I pafs their form, and ev’ry charming grace. 

But their attire, like liveries of a kind, D J 

All rich and rare, is frefh within my mind. 2 

*• to f-tofr JPiJZ of l itatS toto *«• P« B > 

3. Jn botany. foliation, anJ the filtirr. which o t-ithci 

the empalemcnt, the taum . ,j thrumso r fuits, as in 

florid or Iemiiorm. fomctiines of two, 

the flowers of marigold and is thc floret, 

but commonly of three P arcs . , hkc the cowflip flower, 

ATT°'?Brr/TS ™t;r“T"one “that attires •»*>*££ 

A'ttitude. »./ [altitude. Fr. from a®. W.] The pollute 

ot aflion in which .1 itatue or painted figure is 
Bernini would have taken h.s opm.on up 

originals that gave life to 

the f inic uii\ oofturc, and attitudes. J 

Attoilent .Zj. [attollens, Lat.] That which raifescr lifts up. 

I fhall farther take notice of the exqmfite 1 ibration of the 
attoUent and depriment mufcles. Derhams ) 

Attorney, n.f [attornatus, low Lat. from tour, 1 r. c.In, qu, 
vient u tour d'autrui ; qut altcnus vices Jubit.j 

1. Such apcrfonasbyconfcnt, commandment, er requed, takes 
heed, fees, and takes upon him thc charge of other men s U fi ^ 
nefs, in their abfence. Attorney .s either general or Ipccial - 
Attorney general is he that by general authority is . ppoin.ed to 
all our affairs or fuits ; as the attorney general of the king, which 
Is nearly the fame with Procurator Cm fans in the Roman em- 
pire. Attorneys general are made cither by the king s letters 
patent, or by our appointment before judices in eyre, in open 
court. Attorney fpecial 01 particular, is he that is employed in 
one or more caufes particularly fpecified. Thtrc are alio, in 
refpcifl of thc divers courts, attorneys at large, and attorneys Ipc- 
cial, belonging to this or that court only. U T ’ 

Attorneys in common law, are nearly thc fame with proctois 
in thc civil law, and foiicitors in courts of equity. j n ffflJP 
fue out w'rits or proccfi, or commence, carry on, and defend 
actions, or other proceedings, in the names ot other peifons, 
in the courts of common law. None arc admitted to aT 
'without having fenced a elerkfhip for five t^-xing^ t :c 

proper oath, being enrolled, and examined by the judges. 1 he 
attorney general pleads within thc bar. 1 o bun come warrants 
for making out patents, pardons, &c. and he is the principal 
manager of all law adairs of the crown. Chambers. 

I am a fubjecl. 

And challenge law : attorneys are deny’J me, 

And therefore perfonally I la^ my claim 
To mine inheritance. Shakefp. Richard H« 

The king’s attorney, on the contrary, 

Urg’d on examinations, proofs, confcflions, 

Of divers witneffes. Shakefp. Henry VIIL 

Defpaii ing quacks with curies fled thc place. 

And vile attorneys, now an ulelefs race. Pope, Fpijl. iii. 
2. It was anciently ufed for thofe who did any buiinefe for an- 
other ; now only in law. 


Philips 


I will attend ray hufband ; it is my office ; 

And will have no attorney bur myfclf ; 

And therefore let me have him home. Shak. Com. of Err t 

Why fhould calamity be full of words ? 

— Windy attorneys to their client woes. 

Airy fucceedersof intedate joys. Shakefp. Richard UH 
To Atto'rney. v. a. [from the noun; the verb is now no 
in ufe.] 

1. To perform by proxy. 

Their encounters, though not perfonal, have been royally 
attornied with interchange of gifts. SLakefp. II 'inter's Tale: 

2. To employ as a proxy. 

As I was then 

Advcrtifing, and holy to your bufinefs. 

Not changing heart with habit, l am dill 
Attornied to your fervice. SI... Lfp. Meafure for Ala Hire. 
Attorneyship, n.f. [from attorney.] The office of an at- 
torney. 

But marriage is a matter of more wofth, 

'I han to be dealt in by c.ttornryfup. Shakefp. Henry VI. 
Atto'urnmlnt. n.f. [attoumemer.t, Fr.] An yielding of the 
tenant to a new lord, or acknowledgment of him to be his 
lord ; for, otherwife, he that buyeth orobtaineth any lands or 
tenements of another, which are in the occupation of a third, 
cannot get podeflion. Cowel. 

To ATTRA CT, v a. [attrahe, attradum, Lat.] 
l. To draw to fomething. 




or 


v. UIU.. 

A man fhould fcarcc perfuade thc affeflions of the loaddone, 
that jet and amber attradeih draws and light bodies. 
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